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FOREWORD

The problem of arsenic contamination of ground water, with its serious
multi-sectoral  impacts confronts the Government of Bangladesh with
svead chdlenges - (i) providing safe drinking weater to the affected
community (i) management of the arsenicods patients and (iii) looking
into some crucid hydro-geologica issues being the most urgent of them.

With a view to ariving a a generd consensus on some technica issues of
emergency naure and to get guidance from the nationd and internationd
experts for addressng these technicd issues the Government of
Bangladesh organized a three-day Internationd Workshop on Arsenic
Mitigation during January 14-16, 2002.

Expets on the rdevant fidds from home and abroad attended the
workshop and came up with three sats of recommendations focusing on
rdlevant hydro-geologicd issues, hedth issues and dterndive water

supply options.

We bdieve tha the recommendations of the workshop would help us
design and refine our dtrategies for arsenic mitigation.

A'Y B Siddiqi

Convener, Workshop Organizing Committee &

Secretary,

Loca Government Division

Ministry of Loca Government Division, Rural Development & Cooperatives
Government of the Peopl€e’ s Republic of Bangladesh



PREFACE

Arsenic contamination of ground has been recognized as mgor public
hedth problem in Bangladesh. A three-day internationd workshop on
Arsenic Mitigation in Bangladesh was held during January 14-16, 2002 in
Dhaka. The workshop was organized by the Locd Government Divison,
Minisry of LGRD & Co-operatives with support form WHO, JCA,
DANIDA, UNICEF, CIDA, DFID and WSP-SA.

Mrs. Khaeda Zia, Honourable Prime Miniser of Bangladesh inaugurated
the workshop. Her inaugurd address contained important policy directives
regarding arsenic mitigation in the country. Here we publish the unofficia
English tranddion of the inaugurd speech of the Honourable Prime
Minigter.

The workshop focussed on some important technicad issues regarding
hydrogeologicd and hedth aspects of asenic contaminaion and
dternaive water supply options for arsenic mitigation. The issues were
discussed in three padld technicd sessons, attended by locd and
internationd experts in the rdevant fidds. Three theme papers, prepared
on three major issues by loca experts provided for the basis of discussions
in the technical sessons.

The three theme papers and the recommendations of the workshop
summarize some crucia aspects of the arsenic problem in Bangladesh and
provide for the foundation of a comprehensve arsenic mitigation drategy
for the country. We hope this publication will be a useful document for
arsenic mitigation in Bangladesh.

M. Feroze Ahmed
Chowdhury Mufad Ahmed
Editors






